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Bridging Cultures &
Strengthening Community

Our Vision

A society where newcomers to Canada are fully

engaged and valued.

Qur Mission

To engage and support immigrants and refugees to

integrate and thrive in Canadian society.




INTRODUCTION

The key to real change—whether personal, organizational, societal, or
global—is having a vision of what's possible. As we've anxiously waited
for signs of a return to normal, we've also begun to see life differently.

What truly matters? Health. Connecting with the people
we love. Community, safety, and belonging. Self-
determination. Sustaining our families and contributing
to others.

Rather than crowding indoors, many of us found much-needed
spaciousnessin the natural world—whether walking our neighbourhood,
exploring the Meewasin Trail, or playingin one of our beautiful parks.
Technology provided the tools to radically shift how we work, learn,
meet, and advocate. Staggeringinequities and examples of racial
injustice mobilized unprecedented numbers of people to act.

We have changed; our society has changed. There's no going back. At Global Gathering Place, we're reflecting on lessons
from the pastyear—theinspiring, the challenging, and the transformative—as we envision the future we do want to see.
We're looking at what was accomplished and how those accomplishments moved the needle on what truly matters. We're
considering the future of our organization, the settlementsector, and Canadian society at large. And we're charting a map
of GGP's role in this new world of possibilities.




A NOTE FROM LEADERSHIP

We are grateful to be writing to you from a hopeful place after navigatinga year unlike any other. Like all
our service and program delivery this year, we have taken a more innovative approach to this report, and
you will be able toimmerse yourselfin our work and read, watch, and hear firsthand about the impact
that we have on our clients’ lives and on our community.

It was a challenging year, one that brought to light systemic problems —here and around the world. It is as
if it took this kind of startling change for the global community to recognize that together, we need to
combat racism, discrimination, poverty, inequity, and violations of human rights. These are the very things
that GGP has been battling since our inception 23 years ago. This year, GGP helped 3,168 refugees and
immigrants adopt measures to live a healthy life, gain skills and knowledge sought by employers, increase
their understanding of life in Canada, develop lasting friendships, lay roots in their community, and
accomplish their goals. Our work is meaningful and necessary.

COVID forced us to make difficult decisions, redirect our energy and resources, learn new skills, explore
innovative digital technologies, and reach out to our partners, friends, families, and leaders to help us
navigate this unprecedented event. We are resilient and will come through this stronger —together. Our
staff, in particular, were remarkable in their ability to adapt to the seemingly constant changes with grace,
integrity, and compassion. Thank you!

Without partners, funders, donors, and the combined efforts of so many—management, Board,
volunteers—the pages of this report would be empty. If you're reading this, you're an integral part of our
community and we truly appreciate your support. It gives us the energy to continue pressing on.

Lorelei Nickel, Board Chair
Belma Podrug, Executive Director




BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

GGP's Board of Directors is composed
of incredibly committed volunteers
who generously donate their time to
ensure Global Gathering Place moves
from success to success and strength
to strength.

* Lorelei Nickel, Chair

Bella Hop, Vice-Chair

Julie Mooney, Secretary

Julien Coopoosamy, Treasurer

Gurtej Bhullar, Director

Janet Okoko, Director

Alan Anderson, Director

Darlene Cooper, Director

Joanne Khan, Director

Countries of Origin
GGP Clients,2020-2021

All other countries 27%

Immigration Status
GGP Clients,2020-2021

Eritrea - 7%

Visitor - 2%—‘1' |
|

Study Permit - 2%
F— Refugee Claimant - 1%




80%

of ESL students agree
that their classes help
them learn about
working in Canada

99%

of clients said their ESL
class helped improve their
overall English abilities!

IMPACTING
WHAT
MATTERS

Every year, we conduct a client survey to
understand the changes our English classes,
services, and programs make for refugees and
immigrants in Saskatoon. The surveys help us see
how we have, and how we can, impact what matters
most to newcomers.

We ask about belonging and if Saskatoon feels like
home. We ask if clients feel well-equipped to
navigate life in Canada and make important
decisions. We ask about accessing healthcare and
other services, developing friendships, and more.

80%

Throughout the annual report, we'll share stories, of clients reported a .
numbers, and quotes to illustrate the impact Global greater sense of belonging
Gathering Place has made this year. after participating in GGP

programs



HEALTH

What is more fundamental, and
valuable, than health? Nothing.
This year further revealed the
vulnerabilities, inequities, and
critical importance of our health

and healthcare systems.

Supporting clients in accessing
the care they need, while also
gaining knowledge to manage
their health, is a core part of our

work. As new pandemic

challenges exacerbated existing
health issues and other barriers
for clients, our team and partners

did everything possible to

mitigate harm and meet needs in
the most trying circumstances.

Case Management

GGP has a long history of
providing intensive supportto
vulnerable families. This year
we formalized our Case
Managementservices to help
112 families (264 individuals)
move from vulnerableto safe
situations.

Case Coordinators provide
intensive one-on-one support
to individualsand families
with acute needs or who are
facing complex and multiple
barriers to settlement. Clients
receive help to set goals,
arrange and attend
appointments, and navigate
the community.

Providing Access to
Healthcare (PATH)

PATH expanded this year
from exclusively serving
refugees with high healthcare
needs to supportingall

refugees with their healthcare
needs duringtheir first six
monthsin Canada.

We're proud of our ongoing
role in the REACH Refugee

Engagementand Community

Health Clinic partnership. This
clinic supportsrefugee clients
with their health needs
duringtheir first year in
Canada. As always, REACH
physicians go above and
beyond to ensure their
patients ' needs are met.

=

REACH

Watch Jessa’s video

Case Coordinator Jessa
Pillipow tells a story
about GGP’s role in
assisting a refugee
family that needed to
iIsolate—helping to
#StoptheSpread while
ensuring the family had
enough food.


https://youtu.be/m-M1eNmICro
https://youtu.be/m-M1eNmICro
https://youtu.be/m-M1eNmICro

"As a Cultural Health Navigator, I like acting
as a bridge between our community and
the doctor and explaining our culture.
That's the best part. The doctor can make
many decisions and give advice but at the
end of the day the client gets to make the
final decisions about their health. I like
helping the appointments to be more 50/50
between the patient and doctor."

-Fatima, Somaliinterpreter and Cultural Health
Navigator at Global Gathering Place

When visitors weren't allowed at the hospital, we were there,
providing critical interpretation and supports.

#CBC MENU ~ Q, Search

cCoviD-19 Local updates Watch live COVID-19 tracker Vaccine tracker

You may have seen this story,
but there’s a critical piece
that wasn’t shared...

Until now Saskatoon
Saskatoon doctor's intuition leads to rescue of 29 people
poisoned with carbon monoxide

Top Stories Local

The National Opinion World More ~

This past year, a client and her four-year-old son were complaining of severe headache and
so she asked a family member to take them to the hospital. Because she couldn't
communicate with the ER staff, she contacted one of GGP’s Cultural Health Navigators
(CHN) for help. Our Cultural Health Navigators help clients by providing interpretation in
both language and culture, bridging gaps between patients and a healthcare system that's
still learning how to meet the needs of refugees and immigrants.

The CHN met the client at the hospital, ensuring that the ER physician was able to
communicate with this client. The physician correctly diagnosed Carbon Monoxide
poisoning that led to the evacuation of the entire apartment building. News reports of this
incident identified the physician as the hero in this situation. However, we would add that
another hero was the CHN who facilitated the communication between client and doctor,
which enabled him to quickly make the life-saving decision to send the fire department to
the building where they discovered the leak. Without this communication, there could have
been many lives lost.



Making the employment difference

Our dynamicemployment programs do a great job of

equipping newcomers of all educational backgrounds
O U R FAM I LI Es and levels of experience to overcome employment

barriers. Still, one-on-one employment sessions with

an experienced GGP staff member are necessary to

"Work is at the core of human dignity." assist clients with their specific needs.
-Leila Janah

Together, clientslearn about job search techniques,

Many clients continue to tell us that their main goal create or improve their résumé/cover letter, practice

is gainful employment. Beyond the important interview and networking skills, or apply for ,
financial component, a job has many benefits:it can employment related benefits. /
help us learn about our new home, form social '

connections, and feel a sense of contribution. Hear from one client, Kavitha, about her | ’
experience here.
The integration of newcomers in the Canadian job

market is challenging, especially duringthe 66
pandemic. In response, we continue to expand our “I found my perfect job just
employment programs—offering a variety of group within oneyear of landing

O : : in this beautiful country as
and individual supportsthat help clients find, get, 3 newcomer. | couldn’t

and keep jobs. As a result, 20% more clients said make it without the help
they understand the options and steps to take to from Global Gathering

accomplish their goals! Place...l highly recommend
the employment programs
to all of you.” - sophie

This work impactsthe lives of hundredsof clients
and ripples out to their families and the community.



https://youtu.be/bmAdv5j8NUk
https://globalgatheringplace.com/kavithas-story-ggp-transforms-the-lives-of-newcomers-to-canada/
https://youtu.be/bmAdv5j8NUk
https://youtu.be/bmAdv5j8NUk

One-on-one support

Our group programs go along way to help clients get
the information they need and make social
connections. However, at the heart of our work is
providing personalized, heartfelt services based on
clients’ unique needs. We walk alongside clients as
they navigate Canada’s unfamiliar and complex
systems and help them with documents, forms, social
services, housing, emotional support, community
referrals, and so much more.

66

"On July 2020, | started the Citizenship Application
procedure for my daughterand myself. Thatis when |
met Katerynathrough the phone. GGP helped me
through all the steps of my Citizenship Application
since July.l am now expecting to receive the Notice
to Appear to Take the Oath of Citizenship thanks
to the extraordinary customer service provided me
with! | am really grateful for the assistance| received! |
believe that the supportservices that the Global
GatheringPlace offers are essential to all the

immigrants." -Eleni
99

66

“GGP has been always the place that we look for when
we need help with any documents or letters we
receive from the government. They help me
contact different institutionsin Canada whenever it
is needed and also referred us to different programs
that are beneficial to us and make us feel more
powerful and settled in Canada. | always refer
friends and my community members to GGP to receive
any assistancethey need, as they have been nothing
but amazing for me. The GGP programs encouraged me
to be independent. Muna is also a wonderfuland
lovely person, she is always so welcoming and greets us
with a smile and give as any help wheneverwe need. |
wish her and GGP staff all the success." -Sanaa

99



Providing Technology and Training

When the pandemic hit, a number of clients had no way to get online. They didn't have a device,
or WiFi, or the skills to navigate the online world—and often all three challenges were present.
GGP quickly mobilized to arrange funding for a tablet lending program. Providing devices, WiFi
when required, and tech training allowed clients to continue English classes, access essential
services, and connect with support networks. Children in the home could also continue their
online learning. Learn more about this initiative on Global News.

This year, we also delivered computer classes online and in-person, as well as youth coding 100% of participants reported that they

programs that enabled young people to socialize while learning a fun and valuable skill. T B I L e e 8.1
in GGP computer classes!

Cooking Healthy Economical Food (CHEF)

Food access is an ongoing issue in our community,and newcomers in particular
may not be able to find affordable, healthyingredients. Beyond access,
newcomers express not knowing what to buy in Canadian grocery stores or how
to use common ingredients, and kitchen tools. Our CHEF program assist with all
of these issues and cooking together also serves to form social connections!
Hear from one client, Hanh Le.

Beyond CHEF, we also help clients get food thanks to community partners like
Cobs Bread and Second Harvest Food Rescue. They allow charities like GGP to
distribute their unsold food to clients. We are thankful!



https://globalnews.ca/news/6966246/saskatoons-global-gathering-place-tablets-wifi-refugees/
https://youtu.be/f85TKK3WnWs

— 66
“Participation to every GGP program make us learn something new about
‘ o N N E‘ I I o N & Canada and Canadian lifestyle which we really enjoy. Weekend programs
bring more joy to us even though everythingis online but we still feel

connected to each other. However, outdoor events with all COVID precautions

are also successfulwith GGP and brought tremendous happinessin our life.”
-Divyani

-~

The health and safety of our clients has always been our first priority, and as this
past year has shown us, well-being requires so much more than just staying home.
For a short time, our doors had to close but our hearts remained open, and in the
meantime, we found new and impactful ways to reach clients, ensuring that
newcomers could still thrive in Saskatoon. Take a peek at how we adapted our
services to continue helping clients foster social and community connections.

HOW DID WE RUN
PROGRAMS THIS YEAR?
WATCH TO FIND OUT!



https://youtu.be/kmT8Z3helkI
https://youtu.be/kmT8Z3helkI
https://youtu.be/kmT8Z3helkI

Canada Connects

Driving Theory

Demand for this popular program continued throughoutthe pandemic. Everyone, but especially those To help clients explore all that
clientswho arrived during COVID, was feeling the effects of isolation and was seeking social interaction Saskatchewan has to offer on four
and a sense of belonging. By connecting newcomers with a volunteer, they build social wheels, this course prepares clients
connections, develop English skills, increase their understanding of Canada, and settle in their new to pass SGl's written driving test. This

community much more easily.

year GGP formed a new partnership
with Leap Professional Driving School

This mentoring program offers flexibility as to when and how (Zoom, WhatsApp, phone calls) matches to offer the program. Countless
meet. Going forward, we will continueto offer distanced options for those who have barriers to clients credit this course for obtaining
meeting in person, such as transportation, childcare, etc. Read mentoringstories here! their Class 7 driver'slicence.

Family, Fun, & Fit
Participantsregistered to explore the

city and connectwith others, even
duringthe pandemic. Through this

program, 95% of participants met
new people in the community and
90% accessed an activity
independently after!

Coffee and Conversation

"If GGP is the first big family that new immigrants join after coming to Saskatoon, then Coffee and
Conversationis GGP's living room, a great place for families to gather around the stove and have a deep
Conversation. Usually, as a new immigrant, we come to a new city, no friends, no job, limited language,
lonely and helpless. GGP welcome everyone with open arms withoutany threshold. Every volunteeris
like our teachers, friends, elders, and friendly neighbors. That all helps us to integrate seamlessly into
local life." - David

Learn more about Coffee & Conversation in this video!



https://globalgatheringplace.com/mentoring-covid/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geWmg58LjSo

Practical language learning € 6

“l was in depression,
but since | joined
GGP, | am very good
now. | have friends
from GGP classes. |
just can't thank GGP

Language is fundamental to connecting
with others, navigating everyday life,
and settling into the community. In
2020, we pivoted overnight from in-
person English classes to online. Now,
we offer online, in-person, and blended

, ) enough.”
options to make language learning as IDEAS 2 Seudent
accessible as possible. 99
In GGP English classes, clients benefit
from so much more than improved 66
language skills. They meet a community “[I prefer online
of other students from all over the learning] because it is
world, connect with dedicated teachers difficult for me to go
and volunteers, as well as learn to school. | have
valuable information about Saskatoon, children, | do not
employment, and life in Canada. have transportation,

and | am new in the
In our annual survey, 400 clients shared city.”
how GGP ESL classes impact their lives. LINC CLB 3-4 student
We were thrilled with the results. Learn 99

more in this blog post!



https://globalgatheringplace.com/top-10-reasons-to-study-english-at-ggp/

"GGP changed my life”: The power of language learning

3 The G\obal & Gathermg P

66

“GGP has helped me
a lotin my life, in my
mental health, and
find new friends...I'm
closer to my goals
NOW.

-Samira

9

66

| was afraid to
communicate. | was
afraid to go to the
grocery store, to the
pharmacy, and to
drive...GGP changed my
life...My future started
here.

-Maria ’ ’

Samira shares her story

She's learning English and CHEF cooking classes get
her closer to her dream of owning a food truck!

Hear from Maria

Maria's favourite part of GGP is her English class, and
she tells us why with a big smile on her face.



https://youtu.be/4M-YipAT11I
https://youtu.be/4M-YipAT11I
https://youtu.be/-2Ky4H8PAu4
https://youtu.be/4bS9oH8pKA4
https://youtu.be/4M-YipAT11I

SELF-DETERMINATION

For many of us, this past year
provided space for introspection—to
think not only about what matters to
us but also how we want to show up
in the world—who we want to be,
and what we want to learn, do, and
achieve.

As an organization, we see our role
as supporting newcomers as they
shape their own lives in Canada. We
do this by helping clients builc
knowledge and access resources
available to them. As this happens,
refugees and immigrants gain
confidence, independence, and the
ability to make informed decisions
so they can avoid pitfalls and achieve
success!

Videos make learning more
accessible and convenient

One way we've helped newcomers get
information this year is by launching a
YouTube channel!

These videos include essential local
information that can be hard to come by—
such as understanding the school system,
riding transit, and navigating the extreme
winter.

We also provide cutting-edge information
relevant to newcomers across Canada. We

released one of the only videos explaining

the citizenship test moving online, which has
over 24K views!

This family attended their
virtual Canadian citizenship
ceremony from GGP. We are
grateful to share in this HUGE
milestone!


https://www.youtube.com/c/globalgatheringplace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBIf0YuXzyA

— 66
"GGP has nice

teachers and nice

people. Everybody

helps me so that |
can help myself.”
-LINC Literacy Student

"l appreciate GGP’s programs.
They have changed many
things in our daily life since
we arrived in Canadain terms
of knowledge.”

-Stage 2 CLB 5-6 student

360° supports for settlement success

While necessary, simply providing English classes
and programs is not enough. Clients often face
challenging circumstances, and many are among
the mostvulnerable people in our city.

GGP students benefit from a range of support
services that help them access language classes.
Our Care for Newcomer Children (CNC) program
provides childminding services to students with
both on-site and online options.

Students with exceptionalities, such as visual
Impairments, also receive specialized supports
from staff (and our partners) to help make our
classrooms as accessible and effective as possible
for all participants. Hear from GGP’s Language
and Disability Services staff Anita and client
Munira in this video!

ESL classes are also a bridge to many other GGP
programs that help clients build skills, learn about
their new home, and feel connected and engaged.



https://youtu.be/FJuCkTHmTIY

Swimming Without Fear

Our swimming program provides many
benefits to clients’ health and wellbeing,
but the most important benefit is safety.
Newcomers in Canada have a much
higher risk of drowning. Learning to swim
and understanding water safety helps to
prepare the whole family for enjoyment
at the pool, or one of Saskatchewan’s
many lakes.

“I had fallen in Saskatchewan river. | wore
life jackets but so scared from water
that's why | decided to join this program
and it really build up my confidence in
water. Plus, the instructor and facilitator
both are so calm and supportive at every
class of this program.” -Priyanka

“Prior to the program | had so much fear
around water. Now, | am confident
stepping into the pool and swimming.”
-Wisdom

Safety and belongingis an integral part of a successfulimmigration experience in Saskatoon.
More than ever, we realize that we need each other to be well, to be safe, and to thrive. Without
safety and belonging, Saskatoon can't begin to feel like home for the many newcomers that
arrive each year. Despite all the challenges, newcomers continueto be resilientand were
intentionalin taking every opportunity to connect to information sessions where they learned
ways to help their communityand contribute to the health and safety of those around them.

Breaking Ground

A fun and supportive
learning environment
for young adults,
participants discover
career opportunities,
enhance their skills and
gain knowledge of
Canadian culture. Clients
learn they're not alone
and find comfort in
connecting and
discovering shared
experiences.

“I think meeting people
is one of the best things
in this program. During
COVID-19, meeting
people is very difficult,
and it helps me reaching
different people.”

- Bohui

Race Against Racism

Race Against Racism (RAR) is a
partnership between Saskatoon
settlement organizations and the
Saskatoon Police Service. In
September, we held the
province’s first distanced 5km run
during the pandemic. To discuss
anti-racism efforts locally, there
was also a webinar, Train
Against Racism.

While RAR is an annual event, this
year was particularly poignant in
light of global protests and the
mass movement to eradicate
racism. In our annual survey,
38% of clients reported
experiencing discrimination;
6% more than the prior year.
We must all use our voices and
resources to counter this
alarming trend.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvAPAPK7LPc

— ' ‘ Supporting mental health and well-being for
S | moms and their children

m ‘)f‘ r’ n ‘ Being a mom isn't easy in the best of times, and during Covid-19 it's a heroic feat. For

newcomers, staying home with small children and living in an unfamiliar area without a
support network can take a toll on mental health and family dynamics.

Maternal Access Program (MAP) and BrightStart! interruptisolation and help vulnerable
mothers build community. Group sessions provide a reprieve from daily stressors and a safe
place to connect, be heard, play, and learn from one another. Here’s what a few clients say.

Our Remote Care for Newcomer Children (CNC) Services provide regular virtual sessions,
home deliveries of learning and activity toolkits, a Facebook community page, and support by
phone and email. These services enable children, among others, to learn and grow in
, developmental areas, know about Canada, and be prepared for school and other
© transitions. They also give CNC families and LINC students access to parenting
~ support, community information, and social connections with peers and staff.

66 66

66

59 99



https://irmhp-psmir.camhx.ca/e-newsletter/promising-practices/march-2021?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=marchnewsletter

In Our Own Words videos build bridges

Beyond client services, we also work to help the Saskatoon community recognize our shared responsibilityin
helping newcomers integrate and thrive. We work to build genuine understanding by cutting through myths
and misunderstandings. The In Our Own Words video project features diverse refugees and immigrants
answering common questions Canadians have about newcomers.

The goal of /In Our Own Words is to showcase the diverse experiences, hopes, and challenges of local
refugees and immigrants while also highlighting common themes.

Here are a few questions and answers from /In Our Own Words:
How has moving to Canada changed you?

“In Syria I'm just a housewife. In Canada, | go to school, learn English...and now | [work] as a Cultural Health
Navigator.”-Lobna from Syria

Do refugees and immigrants work? What are the barriers to employment?
“Of course, refugees and immigrants do work. In some cases, they work harder than say regular people
because they are motivatedto establishthemselvesin the new country.” -Kateryna from Ukraine

Why did you choose Saskatchewan?
“In Saskatchewan | can breathe very fresh and good quality air.” -Dorothea from China

What's the best part?
“The best partis | know I've come to a place where | can be all | want to be.” -Fola from Nigeria

Watch In Our Own Words
on YouTube now!



https://youtu.be/nHAUd-vM7DU
https://youtu.be/BhIqzNYKR6E
https://youtu.be/ySoSVkq46-Y
https://youtu.be/FvJPEjtMg2g
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZEur8wQaaQ8ksLqTVt87mw7jQG972bYk
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZEur8wQaaQ8ksLqTVt87mw7jQG972bYk

CONTRIBUTING
TO OTHERS

There's nothing like a global pandemic to remind us how much is out of our
control. Fortunately, there's also a lot we can do to care for ourselves, our loved
ones, and members of the wider community.

We are so grateful to more than 300 GGP volunteers who contributed nearly
10,000 hours this past year! Because of volunteers, clients improved their
English, successfully completed schoolwork, connected socially,and much more!

One of the main ways volunteers supported our clients this year was through our
Homework Help program. By offering the program over Zoom, GGP isn’t limited to
certain schools but can reach out to more students, thereby meeting the greater
need. In addition, children may join the program as often as they need and are no
longer bound by the once per week limitation. Volunteers provide one-on-one
virtual support to refugee and immigrant children by helping with assignments
and improving English skills.

We also want to appreciate the volunteers who were unable to volunteer this
year! Thank you for all the supportyou've given us, and we hope to see you soon!

Volunteer James shares his
experience assisting with
Homework Help

An immigrant himself, James found
Homework Help to be a perfect way
to combine his desire to help
newcomers and the joy he gets from
working with children.


https://youtu.be/HliEhYrEh2k
https://youtu.be/HliEhYrEh2k
https://youtu.be/HliEhYrEh2k

WE @ GGP VOLUNTEERS!

Ada He ¢ Adrianus Molendijk * Afia Alam ¢ Ahmad Ghobeishavi * Ahmed Al-Mafrachi ¢ Al Hadi

Mohamad ¢ Alan Anderson * Ali Al-Bayati ¢ Alivia Mukherjee ¢ Allap Judge « Amel Hessien « Amy
Salt *« Angeline Battiste * Anisa Yonan * Ann Marie Schramm ¢ Anne Nerbas ¢ Anthony Klassen -
April Zhang ¢ Ashley Dolovich ¢ Ashley Ho ¢ Ashlyn Taillon ¢ Barbara Spurr « Barsa Saha ¢ Bella
Hernandez-Hop * Brian Wiebe ¢ Cailin McHardy ¢ Cassandra Magana-Delgado * Chantal Lemay-
Becker * Chantel Belfour * Chelsea Healey * Cheyenne Elliott * Chiamaka Okonkwo ¢ Chinelo
Emmanuel « Chinmaya Vedantam ¢ Connie Gutwin ¢ Connor Holmes ¢ Courtney Andrews ¢ Craig
Bowman ¢ Darlene Climenhaga ¢ Darlene Cooper ¢ Darrell Utley * Debbie Tanasiecuk ¢ Divyani
Rajani * Dmitry Neymark ¢ Don Church ¢ Don Purich *« Don Warkentin ¢« Dorothea Wang ¢ Eileen
Thoner ¢ Eilish McCallum ¢ Elham Charkhkar ¢ Elif Sari * Elizabeth Nickel ¢ Elizabeth Pywell

Elwood Sharp * Emily Harwood-Johnson ¢ Emily Ives « Emma Russell ¢ Erica Focht ¢ Eva Karki °

Eve Lee * Farazi Hossain Farazi * Farnoosh Saneei * Fatuma Ali Khalif * Feven Tekleab ¢ Frances

Walmsley ¢ Fred Leal * Gail McLean ¢ Gelareh Heidariharatmeh ¢ Gina Jacek ¢ Gloria Hill « Grace

Hear from Elizabeth about

’ why she decided to

volunteer with GGP, and
Hong Cam ¢ lhab Abdelaziz < lhnal Beninsig ¢ Isabel Bacalao ¢ Ishita Patel ¢ Jack Hillson ¢ Jakir her experience during the

Hossain ¢ Jakob Klassen ¢ James Macaskill * Jamie Maclean ¢ Jane Tseng ¢ Janet Okoko * Janie pandemlc

Xie ¢ Gurtej Bhullar « Hadidja Uwamahoro * Hailee Parsons * Hammad Kazani * Harkirt Chahal °

Harvey Sauder * Hedwig Heimann ¢ Helen Li * Helena Giunti Barros * Hifsa Noor ¢ Hira Ghani

Hettinga ¢ Jasmin Beninsig * Jenna Harris * Jenny Nolasco ¢ Jinny Kim ¢ Joanne Khan ¢ John
Moffatt ¢ Jonathan Lupul * Joseph Angel * Josette Allen ¢ Joyce Goldak ¢ Julie Mooney ° Julien

Coopoosamy ¢ Justin Schumacher

—> C(Continued...



https://youtu.be/1Tv7UQScZOQ
https://youtu.be/1Tv7UQScZOQ
https://youtu.be/1Tv7UQScZOQ

WE @ GGP VOLUNTEERS!

Kacia Whilby « Kashmalah Zeeshan ¢« Kathy Wang ¢« Kayley Feng ¢ Khalid Ibn Hassan -«
Kim Hang Tran ¢ Kristine Jones Del Scorro ¢ Ladan Kashaniamin ¢ Lana Grbich ¢ Laura
Wu ¢ Lawrence Thoner ¢ Leslie Schweitzer ¢ Lida Issazadeh ¢ Lila Henderson ¢ Lily
Yuan ¢ Linda Minor ¢ Linda Han ¢ Lorelei Nickel ¢ Lori Hlady ¢« Mackenzie Russell °
Mackenzie Siemens * Maia Stempien ¢ MargaretHorton  MargaretLowry ¢ Marian De
Los Reyes « Maryam Basiri * Maryam Mohammadmiri * Maryam Yasinian ¢ Mathew
Sunil * McKenna Denk * Meena Thongwandee * Megan Zhang * Melissa Popoff « Meng
Liu « Michael Anderson * Michael Murphy ¢ Michael Rohatynsky ¢ Michele Santos da
Silva « Mohamed EIMaamoun ¢« Muna Salah * Mustafa Al-Falahi * Nakary Lopez Ojeda
* Natalia Milovanova ¢ Nicole Cote * Nyein Mya ¢ Oksana Zbitniff « Olena Simko °
Olivia Boden ¢ Olivia Woo * Olufemi Bamidele * Oluwakayode Adesina ¢ Ozlem Sari °
Palash Sanyal ¢ Presley Stevenson ¢ Prianka Mazumdar * Rebecca Godhe * Rebecca
Nixon ¢ Rick Willms ¢ Rita Shaaya * Roland Chou ¢ Ross Elliott * Russell Neufeld -
Ruth Elliott « Sahil Soota  Sahya Bhargava * Samer Bu Hamdan ¢ SarahRevell -
Sawsan Al Mandalawi  Shaan Bhargava ¢ Shivaparvathi Somarouthu ¢ Shruthika More
* Siham Abdullah * Somi Karimi *« Sonia Nauman ¢ Sophie Yang * Steven Kao ¢ Steven
McLellan ¢ Subhasree Srihari * Susan Muench ¢ Sylvia Obrigewitsch « Tam Nguyen -
Tanatswa Mutamiri ¢ Taskeen Bilimoria * Tatiana Orlowski ¢ Tina Tan ¢ Tripti Thapar °
Vaishali Jariwala * Vien Vu * Walter Bergen * Wendy Wu ¢ William Xu ¢ Xuechen Jia °

Yousef Kbeili * Zanna McCrea

66

| am also a newcomer in Canada. When |
applied for volunteeringin GGP | was
curious to see how it works, | wanted to
get familiar with the society but after 2-3
weeks | liked it and it really gave me such
a good feeling that | am doing something
in this city and | can be helpful. It was
also amazing to get familiar with the
diversity of population here in Saskatoon.

9

66

I've been volunteer
for many years. But
without a doubt,
volunteeringin
Canada for GGP has
provided me with
motivation and
inspiration during

66

| have grown to appreciate
the challengesfaced by
people that come here. So
many have totally uprooted
their livesin order to start a
new life with a new
language. | think | have
become more empathic
through volunteering. the pandemic.

59 59
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INCREDIBLE
TALENT

The work of GGP is meaningful and important
and would not be possible without the
dedication, creativity, passion of its diverse
and talented team. We have a very long list of
roles—teachers, administrators, program
facilitators, childminders, case coordinators,

etc.—each one an integral part of the
organization. In addition to their official titles,
all team members are teachers, mentors,
cheerleaders, friends, and problem-solvers.
They support a culture that embraces
creativity, integrity, diversity, and inclusion of
people from all backgrounds.

GGP's employees put heart into everything
they do. In this pandemic year, perhaps more
than any other, they have been a lifeline for
vulnerable clients, and found innovative ways
to engage and support newcomers.

Full Time
Kimberly Absher
Melanie Baerg
Azalea Barrieses
Sol Barrones-Castillo
Momtaj Begum
Kateryna Bryzh
Leah Buschmann
Deborah Campbell
Awel Deng
SatanaiDurrah
Alexandra Ebert
Leyla Erkan
Samad Khan

Part Time

Hayam Al-Shaarawe
Karrian Banton-Brown
Catherine Barisow
Silvia Beschin
Abhinav Bhardwaj
Darla Boese

Tammi Bohle

Laurie Bonello
Kellie Brook

Laura Chavady

Bob Cormier

Verna Eaton

Tony Golub

Joan Gryschuk

Reid Hala

Sana Khan

Doha Kharsa

Theresa Kotschorek
Silvana Lopes

Jeffrey Losie

Pam Miller
Muhammad Muhammad
Faith Ogundipe
Krzysztof Pabisiak
Jessa Pillipow

Belma Podrug
Michaela Pries-Klassen
Joyce Reimer

Allison Harms
Lori Hlady

Laura Jones

Alex Kapana

Gail Klassen
Jared Knoll
Frederick Koop
Sandra Lafreniere
Polina Lerman
Patton MacLean
Katie McBride
Crystal Meakin
Gail Motsi

Shama Nasrullah
Charlene Neumeyer

Carlie Russell
Muna Saeed
Ahmed Samir Abdalla
Angela Simko
Lori Steward
Anita Tews

Erika Thogersen
Afton Tolley

Nga Tu

Danielle Webster
Michelle Wiebe
Renée Zhao

Katelyn Parley

Jean Price

Larraine Ratzlaff
Katherine Retzlaff
Sheryl Robbins-Miyashita
Marie Sielski

Carrie Singh

Lourdes Solizde Duran
Margaret Symon-Lungal
Lisa Thiessen

Rachel Thomas

Donald Warkentin
Emma York



POWER IN COLLABORATION

Our National Partners

Client Support Services (CSS) is a nationwide program
providing specialized settlementservices. Member
agencies, including Global GatheringPlace are provided
with tools, training, and the support of a nation-wide
network to provide intensive and systematic client-
centered/case management supportto vulnerable
newcomers. The goal of the program is to provide
clientswith a warm, welcoming and safe environment;
the essential supportsfor a more positive settlement
experience in Canada; and to empower clientsto
become independent. The nation-wide initiative has the
following three key program components: case
management services; community capacity building;
and a coordinated approach.

Our Local Partners

Saskatchewan Association of
Immigrant Settlement and
Integration Agencies Dnternational Women

of Saskataon (IWS)
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!% For 27 months startingin January 2019, Global Gathering
& Place was one of ten agenciesselected to work closely with
LIFT Philanthropy Partners to expand its reach and grow

| o its impactto deliver real change in the lives of newcomers to

CLIENT SUPPORT SERVICES

:l Canada.

As a result of this partnership, GGP has been supportedto:

LIFT -

Develop effective systems and strategiesto plan, prepare,
and embrace change through times of transition;
Enhance accountability with a stronger impact
measurement framework;

Increase its capability to attract and manage additional
fundingresources;

Demonstrate stronger businessacumen with enhanced
planning processes and governance structure; and

SYCAR + Demonstrate enhanced leadership, adaptive,
management, and operational capacity.
Conbom A RAERCOURAL
penDoor INTERCULTURAL
Society pssocuen INFORMATLION GENTRE




KPMG

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ON THE SUMMARY FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

To the Board of Directors of Global Gathering Place Inc.
Opinion

The summary financial statements of Global Gathering Place Inc. (the Entity), which
comprise:

* the summary statement of financial position as at March 31, 2021
e the summary statement of operations for the year then ended

» and related note

Summarized Financial Statements of

are derived from the audited financial statements of Global Gathering Place Inc. as at and for the year
ended March 31, 2021 (the “audited financial statements").

In our opinion, the accompanying summary financial statements are consistent, in all material respects,
with the audited financial statements, in accordance with the criteria disclosed in Note 1 in the summary
financial statements.

GLOBAL GATHERING
PLACE INC.

And Independent Auditors’ Report thereon
Year ended March 31, 2021

However, we were not able to determine if any adjustments to the summary financial statements were
necessary for the reasons described in the Audited Financial Statements and Out Report Thereon
section of this audit report.

Summary Financial Statements

The summary financial statements do not contain all of the disclosures required by Canadian accounting
standards for not-for-profit organizations. Reading the summary financial statements and the auditor's
report thereon, therefore, is not a substitute for reading the Entity's audited financial statements and the
auditor's report thereon.

The summary financiai statements and the audited financial statements do not refiect the effects of events
that occurred subsequent to the date of our report on the audited financial statements.

The Audited Financial Statements and Our Report Thereon

We expressed an unmodified opinion on the audited consolidated financial statements in our report dated
June 14, 2021.

Management’s Responsibility for the Summary Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of the summary financial statements in accordance with
the criteria disclosed in Note 1 in the summary financial statements.




kPMG

Auditors’ Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on whether the summary financial statements are consistent, in
all material respects, with the audited financial statements based on our procedures, which were conducted
in accordance with Canadian Auditing Standards 810, Engagements to Report on Summary Financial
Staternents.

KPns 40
o

Chartered Professional Accountants
Saskatoon, Canada
June 14, 2021




GLOBAL GATHERING PLACE INC,

MNotes to Summary Financial Statements

Year ended March 31, 2021

1. Summary financial statements:

The summary consolidated financial statements are derived from the completed audited consolidated
financial statements, prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit
organizations, as at March 31, 2021 and March 31, 2020 and for the years then ended.

The preparation of these summary consclidated financial statements requires management to determine
the information that needs to be reflected in the summary consolidated financial statements so that they
are consistent, in all material respects, with or represent a fair summary of the audited consolidated
financial statements.

These summary consolidated financial statements have been prepared by management using the
following criteria;

a) the summary financial statements include a statemeant for each of the statements of financial
position and statement of operations included in the audited financial statements;

b) information in the summary financial statements agrees with the related information in the
audited financial statements;

) major subtotals, totals and comparative information from the audited financial statements are
included; and

d) the summary financial statements contain the information from the audited financial statements
dealing with matters having a pervasive or otherwise significant effect on the summarized
financial statements.

The camplete audited financial statements may be obtained by calling {306) 665-0268 or by emailing

infodglobalgatheringplace. com.




THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS!

I * l Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Eileen & Lawrence Thoner * Kevin & Carla Colleaux ¢ Janet Okoko ¢ Elizabeth Jmaeff
Dr. Songul Aytan Serafi * Marilyn Porter * Marjorie Fast * Michael Walmsley
Elaine Harder * Ozlem Sari * Deborah Ferguson ¢ Fran & Mike Walmsley
Gladys & Henry Block ¢ Asir Ratnani * Julie Mooney * Margaret Symon-Lungal
Rita Gillies * Barbara Spurr ¢ Lila Henderson * Michael Rohatynsky ¢ Patricia Hebb
Verdyne Miller « Donald Duplissea * Margaret Lowry * Rebecca Clifford
Connie Gutwin ¢ Jack Hillson ¢ Lorelei Nickel « Ramzi lhmaid * Regina Jacek
Jean Wiens ¢ David Schock ¢ Elfreida Ens * Harvey Sauder « Gwen Lancaster
Kayleen Durward « Mohammad Hossain Farazi * James Moncarz * Terry Harrison

Julien Coopoosamy ¢ Kyla Avis * Elizabeth Nickel ¢ Gihad Elsayed

Fundraiser: Fundscrlp



Want to support our work?

You've heard about some of what was accomplishedin 2020...and there's
so much more to come! We all need to work together to create an
inclusive, accessible, and equitable community. Here are some ways you
can join us:

- Become a GGP Member

- Make a donation

* Invite GGP to present to your
organization or community group

e Become a volunteer

e Subscribe to our email newsletter

Visit us anytime at
globalgatheringplace.com



https://globalgatheringplace.com/membership/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/56474/donation
https://globalgatheringplace.com/presentation/
https://globalgatheringplace.com/volunteer-saskatoon/
https://globalgatheringplace.com/get-involved/
https://www.globalgatheringplace.com/

The Land of Maple and Glaciers
By Chiamaka Okonkwo, Usask medical student

With a heavy heart she packed up all she had and left all she knew

A toddler in her arms and a preschooler tugging at her trousers

She looked at the many people arriving and departing at the terminal
Closing her eyes, she prayed for strength for this new beginning
Safety and success is all she wished for her children

An ocean away lay the land of maple and glaciers

That was where she would see her children grow up

She knew not a single soul and it terrified her

The first steps out into the land greeted her with the crisp winter air

Her cheeks flushed and she watched her breath dance in the cold atmosphere

A few suitcases was all they had to make a home, out of a small apartment on Main
She cuddled her children as they warmed up by the heater wrapped in blankets
Tears filled her eyes as she realized that she was far away from her native land
However she knew it was not safe for her family to have stayed

She closed her eyes as the memories of her deceased relatives filled her mind.

A few weeks later, she pushed a stroller towards a building on 5th avenue

She was told that, there was a centre that provided support for newcomers

This gave her hope because she had many unanswered questions

She opened the main door and was invited by warm air and the aroma of Folgers coffee
“Hi, Welcome to Global Gathering Place” said a woman with warm green eyes.

Her family found support and community at this center on 5th Avenue

Coffee and Conversation with other newcomers, shared stories of starting a new life
She learned how to navigate the Canadian workplace and how to dress for winter
Her children learned new songs, played games, and laughed with new friends
Severaltimes a week, she strolled to the center excited to see friendly faces

Winter turned to spring and spring to summer, on July 1st there was big celebration

Her community had gathered at the park for barbecue, music and conversation

Her children ran around, with their popsicle stained lips and shirts dotted with maple leaves
Laughter filled the air as she told her friends of her toddler’s latest tantrum

She looked around with gratitude and contentment in her heart, finally this felt like home.




Global Gat]iering Place

Located in Saskatoon on Treaty 6 Territory and the
Homeland of the Métis
306-665-0268
www.globalgatheringplace.com
info@globalgatheringplace.com
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https://www.facebook.com/globalgatheringplace
https://www.instagram.com/globalgatheringplace/
https://twitter.com/global_place
https://www.youtube.com/c/globalgatheringplace



